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SPECIAL NOTICE: HIGH WATER DOCK RULES 

In effect until further notice 
 

Lake Michigan water levels are at an unprecedented high averaging 8 to 12 inches from the top of the 
dock with projections of higher levels to come.  On multiple occasions, water has washed over the 
dock. There is a potential for damage to boats and dock, as well as personal injury. Columbia’s Dock 
Committee, Dock Master Chuck Nevel and Rear Commodore Lisa DeSantis have enacted the following 
High Water Dock Rules:   
 
High Water Dock Rules apply to all members and visiting yachtsmen:  
  

1. Members or visiting yachtsmen must be onboard their vessel, Columbia’s dock or Club Ship 
while their vessel is docked at Columbia Yacht Club.   

 
2. Members or visiting yachtsmen must sign the board at the Whitecap when leaving their boat to 

be elsewhere at the Club.  Sign out information must include boat name, contact name, and 
active mobile phone number. Please be certain the mobile phone is available to receive calls in 
case Dock Staff must contact the responsible party during an emergency.  

 
3. When conditions warrant, docks will be closed to all boats at the discretion of the Dock Master, 

as indicated by a yellow pennant.  
 

4. The Dock Master has full authority to clear the dock of any vessels as required. 
 

5. All other docks rules still apply.  
 
Warnings will not be given for violations of these rules. We appreciate your full cooperation knowing 
these changes are a necessary inconvenience for all.   
 
Direct questions or concerns to Dock Committee Chair Ken Haas, (kenehaas@yahoo.com)  
or Dock Master Chuck Nevel (Chuck@COLYC.org) 
 

mailto:kenehaas@yahoo.com
mailto:Chuck@COLYC.org

